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Your Society Needs YOU!
Please forgive the picture of Lord
Kitchener! However, this well-known poster
which has been used in many places, even
football clubs, sprang to mind thinking
about the Society. We have recently been
reviewing the Society’s membership. The
consequence has been that through
deaths, lost contacts, resignations etc., we
have lost over fifty valued members.
Our best ambassadors and recruitingagents are our members! In the
Secretary’s Newletter prior to Christmas
our Executive President, Dr Ian Sharp, was
urging you into recruiting mode. We need
to ‘close up the broken column’. Please do
your best to change The Hymn Society
from being one of the ‘best kept secrets’ to
one of the ‘worst kept secrets’, by making it known in your churches
and to your hymn-loving friends.
Promotional leaflets are freely available from the Secretary. We need
your help in gaining more members!
Hymn Society Conference 2013 ~ you need to book early!
With this mailing you will receive your Booking Form for our 2013
Conference at Swanwick Christian Conference Centre. This is, as you
will see, another Three-Day Conference. Early booking is advised as
places are limited. We have, once again, a really interesting line-up of
speakers and in Derby Cathedral we have a good venue for our Festival

of Hymns. There will be Workshops, Short Metre, and the opportunity
to sing new hymns and tunes by members. If you are coming to
Conference and would like to either submit a new hymn or tune, or
offer a Short Metre, please get in touch with the Secretary.
We welcome new members who recently joined the Society:
Mr Graham Cory (Daventry, Northamptonshire)
Revd Dr Frederick C. A. Exon (Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk)
Mr Colin D. Ferguson (Caversham, Berkshire)
Mr William Glasse (Framlingham, Suffolk)
Mr Martin Lawford (Loughton, Essex)
We regret having to report members’ deaths
Mr Edward L. Doemland (West Allis, Wisconsin, U.S.A.)
Mr Derek Shorthouse (Highnam, Gloucestershire)
Mr Derek G. Wood (Teddington, Middlesex)
Mr David J. Woodward (Eastbourne, East Sussex)
Mrs Margaret Routley
In my Secretary’s Newsletter: No.50: October 2011, I reported,
erroneously, the death of Mrs Margaret Routley, the wife of Revd Dr
Erik R. Routley. This was corrected in the following issue.
We have just heard that Margaret Routley has now died, peacefully, at
the age of 90, in a care-home nearby her daughter in Scotland.
As with all those who have died, there will be some of you who will
remember both Margaret and Erik with affection and gratefulness.
Congratulations to a member
Our member Spencer Freeman has, in the New Year’s Honours List,
been awarded an MBE for ‘Services to Music and the Arts in Eastbourne,
East Sussex’. Spencer has been Organist and Director of Music at the
Central Methodist Church, Eastbourne since 1967. Nationally he served
as an Executive Committee member, and subsequently Chairman, of
the Methodist Church Music Society. For a number of years he was a
Member of Council of the Royal School of Church Music. His entire
working life was spent with the international music publishers, Novello.

‘And can it be’ and ‘Sagina’ – does anybody know?
It was in 1739 that Charles Wesley wrote And can it be, that I should
gain an interest in the Saviour’s blood. The tune SAGINA, by Thomas

Campbell, first appeared in The Bouquet in 1825. Words and tune are
now inseparably wedded, but does anyone know when they first came
together? The earliest matching so far traced is in the Appendix to the
Primitive Methodist Hymn Book (1886). If you can help, please get in touch
with Major John Matthews, 15 Titchfield Close, Tadley RG26 3UF (Phone:
01189 821194).

TALES IN TUNES Monday, 29th July to Friday, 2nd August 2013 at
the URC Windermere Centre
A Conference which is particularly for musicians of whatever age or stage
and anyone else interested in the place of music and song in the story of
church life, we will spend time telling tales in tunes. As well as sharing
music and improvising in whatever unusual instrumental combinations
might be possible, the place of story song and reflective verse and moodsetting music will feature, along with some space and reflection on the
God-tales in all of this. Come and play. Come and learn. Come and listen.
Come and write. Come and reflect. Come and find tunes that tell your
tale. And share some or all of this in an end of week concert!
Course Leaders:
Revd Stephen Brown, URC minister, Helensburgh has been using music
within his ministry since ordination. He began writing, recording and
performing songs in the early 90s and has continued to do so up to the
present and, since July of 2011, has been doing so as part of a musical
duo, “Thursday’s Child”, with the Revd Carol Anne Parker, Church of
Scotland minister in Fraserburgh. Carol Anne was a music teacher before
entering ministry and has become a prolific songwriter since the
formation of “Thursday’s Child”. Together, Stephen and Carol Anne see
their music in particular and music more generally, as a critical
component in the ministries they offer. For more information, contact our
member Revd John Marsh:
Phone: 01527 547113 Email:jmcjmarsh@btinternet.com

All together now ~ or not!
Our member, Brian West, draws attention to an interesting article, in the
December 2012 edition of Evangelicals Now, which focuses on congregational
participation in Worship, and what many might see as the regrettable trend in
some places towards performance rather than participation. Whilst it is written
with Carol Services in mind, it has a wider relevance. The article can be found
at:
http://www.e-n.org.uk/6094-The-Music-Exchange.htm

Olympic Games London 2012
Back in July 2012 (remember that?), did you notice that two hymns featured
prominently in the opening festivities of the 2012 Olympic Games? There was
Abide with me, fast falls the eventide (Henry Francis Lyte, 1793-1847) and
And did those feet in ancient time walk upon England’s mountains green?
(William Blake, 1757-1827).
Desert Island Discs
Our member John Crothers reported that back in August the ‘castaway’ on
Desert Island Discs was the British food writer and television presenter, Mary
Berry. In the course of the programme, she claimed that Sir George Grove (he
of Grove’s Dictionary of Music and Musicians) had once lived for a while at her
family home and, moreover, that Sir Arthur Sullivan used to be a frequent
visitor. She maintained that it was during one of his visits, in a summer house
in the family's garden, that he wrote ST GERTRUDE.
Postscripts to Christmas
In her Christmas Message
The Queen concluded her Christmas Message to the Nation with some words
by Christina Georgina Rossetti (1830-1894):
‘The carol, In The Bleak Midwinter, ends by asking a question of all of us who
know the Christmas story, of how God gave himself to us in humble service:
“What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a
lamb; if I were a wise man, I would do my part”. The carol gives the answer
“Yet what I can I give him—give my heart.”’
(It is just a pity that the choir, singing the carol at the conclusion of the
broadcast, failed to sing that particular verse!)
A typo encountered at a Carol Service
Now to the Lord sing praises,
All you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood
Each other now embrace;
The Holy tide of Christmas
All others doth deface:
O tidings of comfort and joy…
And to finish with something completely different….
The Golden Cockerel has the last laugh (or cock-a-doodle-doo)
It was just before Christmas, just when we thought the saga was ended, that
not one but two golden cockerels, together with a white cockerel, appeared in
our garden! We think that they came from a farm about half-a-mile down the
road. Two eventually departed, but one golden cockerel has, it seems, taken
up residence with us. Of one thing you may be assured:
The golden cockerel crows in the morning!

