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THE MAKING OF A HYMN-BOOK:
The Church of Ireland's Church Hymnal, 5th Edition

EDWARD DARLING and DONALD DAVISON

(A shortened version of a presentation to the
Society’s Conference at Dublin, July 2000)

Part 1: Background and Textual Aspects Bishop Edward Darling
(General Editor)

It has been a rare privilege for both Donald Davison and myself to have been
involved in the compilation and production of the latest edition of the Church
Hymnal (published on 2 September 2000 and launched at a special service is St.
Patrick’s Cathedral. Dublin, on 9 September). We are privileged because hymn
singing is very dear to our hearts and is a means of expressing praise and
adoration which has occupied a treasured position in the worship of the Church of
Ireland since the first collection Hymns for Public Worship was published in 1856.
That book, containing only 180 hymns, had such a wide circulation that there was
soon a demand, especially from the clergy, for an extra 100 hymns to be added.
As a result, an enlarged book with 280 hymns was published in 1864 as the first
official hymn-book of the Church of Ireland and was given the title Church
Hymnal - a title that has been retained with every subsequent revision, though it
is often colloquially referred to as the Irish Church Hymnal. We toyed with the
idea of a new title for the revised book. We liked such titles as Rejoice and Sing,
With One Voice, Glory to God, and Songs of God’s People. They are meaningful
and challenging; but we could not think of something sufficiently original and
effective, and finally we felt that there really was merit in maintaining a
continuity in the history of hymn singing in the Church of Ireland. So we decided
to retain the title Church Hymnal.
The first Church Hymnal, then, came into existence just five years before the

Irish Church Act of 1869 which led to the Disestablishment of the Church of
Ireland the following year. Until then the Church of Ireland had governed its
affairs through its General Convention; but, after Disestablishment, it enacted its
statutes in a parliamentary fashion through the newly-constituted General Synod.
In 1873, only nine years after the first Church Hymnal had appeared, this General
Synod authorized a second edition almost twice the size of its predecessor. Some
more hymns were added in the form of an appendix in 1891, and this enlarged
collection, containing 642 hymns in all, remained in use until a third edition,
containing words only, made its appearance in 1915. the full music version
following four years later under the joint editorship of Dr Charles H. Kitson and
Dr Charles G. Marchant. This edition contained 721 hymns, along with 14
Christmas carols in a special section at the back of the book.
Another small appendix was added in the mid-1930s. Following World War 2,

with costs of printing and publishing rapidly increasing, the Association for
Promoting Christian Knowledge requested the General Synod to consider the
possibility of reducing substantially the number of hymns being used in the
worship of the Church of Ireland. Although this request was initially given
favourable consideration, there were also requests for a limited number of new
hymns to be added. The outcome of these somewhat conflicting proposals was the

setting up of a committee at the 1952 General Synod to make a further revision of
the Church Hymnal.
After a lengthy period of preparation, the fourth edition, comprising 688 hymns

and 31 Christmas carols, was published in 1960, the music editor being Dr George
Hewson, Organist and Master of the Choristers at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin.
An admirable compilation of the best in classical hymnody, the 1960 hymnal has
enriched worship throughout the Church of Ireland over the subsequent 40 years.
However, one could argue that it came just a little too soon, for its appearance was
soon to be followed by what is commonly termed the ‘hymn explosion’, which
saw a rapid growth in new challenging texts, an ever-increasing diversity of
musical styles and a steady stream of new hymnals and worship song-books, large
and small. In preparation for a further revision, therefore, a supplement of over
140 hymns and songs, entitled Irish Church Praise, was launched in 1990, to be
used in conjunction with the Church Hymnal and to meet a growing demand for
the use of modern hymns and songs in the Church’s worship. It was at this stage
of development that Donald Davison and I became very involved in an editorial
capacity, and. in editing the music of that book, Donald had the able assistance of
Dr Tony Carver from the Music Department of Queen’s University, Belfast.
Although Irish Church Praise was widely adopted, its publication was intended

only as an interim measure. Indeed, it was only four years later at the 1994
General Synod, held in Cork, that a Resolution was brought forward, calling for
a committee to be established to undertake a complete revision of the Church
Hymnal. This Resolution was passed overwhelmingly by the Synod and a
committee of 21 people was appointed. At its first meeting, the Hymnal Revision
Committee appointed me as Chairman and to act as General Editor of the
proposed hymnal, and Dr Donald Davison to be the Music Editor.
It immediately became clear that the task facing the Committee, in preparing

the fifth edition of the Church Hymnal, was going to be much more complex than
anything previously undertaken. The vast changes that have taken place in the
Christian Church around the world since 1960 have set a very different and
challenging agenda: new forms of worship, new English translations of the Bible,
new revised lectionaries, new styles of language, new fashions in music, new
emphases in theological interpretation, and a new awareness of, and sensitivity to,
the ways that the use of language can either exclude or include. A growth in
ecumenical co-operation and the far-reaching influence of the charismatic
movement have also had a bearing on the way that we as revisers would view our
appointed task. Signs of a new reformation have become, and are becoming, very
apparent throughout the Christian Church; one such sign, presenting perhaps the
biggest challenge to the Committee, is the vast number of new hymns and songs
that have been written since 1960, many of which have gained widespread
popularity throughout the English-speaking world.
And so, recognizing these sweeping changes, how were we to set about our

work? The first step was to contact all the parishes in the Church of Ireland to find
out which hymns from the Church Hymnal and Irish Church Praise were in
regular use, which hymns should be deleted, and which new hymns should be
included in the revised hymnal. Obviously, a clear response to ‘What do you sing
and what do you want to sing?’ would be of great value to the Committee in the
work of revision.
We were encouraged by the fact that well over half the parishes of the Church

2 3



4 5



6 7



8 9



10 11



12 13



14 15



16 17



18 19



20 21



22 23



24 25



26 27



28 29



30 31



32 33



34 35



36


